Week 3 Handouts

A.  Temperate

1.  Word Study


a) 1 Tim 3:11 – 


b) Titus 2:2 –


c) 1 Thes. 5:6-8 – 



Faith 



Hope 

Love  

Definition:  

2.  Imbalanced Perspective

Temperate Applied:  

B.  Prudence 

1.  Word Study


a)  Mark 5:15  


b)  Acts 26:25 


c)  1 Peter 4:7 


d)  Rom. 12:3  sober judgment toward self.  Don’t let pride and arrogance get in the way.

Definition: 

2.  Meekness and Weakness  p. 58 Getz.

C.  Why Men Hate Going to Church

Week 3 Devotionals

Day 1 – John 7:10-18  Jesus Teaches at the Feast 
 
 10However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. 11Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, "Where is that man?"

 12Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man."

   Others replied, "No, he deceives the people." 13But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the Jews.

14Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. 15The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this man get such learning without having studied?"

 16Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. 17If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.

Food for Thought:  Throughout Jesus’ ministry there were those who opposed him, but there were also those who revered him and even wanted to make him their king.  How did Jesus handle such praise?  What was Jesus’ motive in all that he did?  Why does this add to the credibility of his teaching?  Why is it so tempting to take credit for what is not ours?

Day 2 - Matthew 17:24-27  The Temple Tax

 24After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?"

 25"Yes, he does," he replied.

      When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. "What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or from others?" 26"From others," Peter answered.

   "Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said to him. 27"But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours."

Food for thought:  The temple tax was prescribed in Ex. 30:13.  Is Jesus obligated to pay the tax?  How might Jesus and his disciples be free from this obligation?  Why then does He pay the tax?  Are there areas of freedom that we have as Christians that we could give up?  Why?

Day 3  Luke 10:26-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan

 25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

 27He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

 28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

 30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins[e] and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."

      Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

Food for Thought – In Middle Eastern culture, helping or welcoming a stranger was almost an obligation.  Does the text say the ethic background of the injured man?   Why would the priest and Levite be uninterested in helping?  How is hospitality an issue of the heart?  Why is biblical hospitality hard to practice?

Day 4 – Luke 6:27-36

27"But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.

 32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Food for thought:  Who are your enemies?  Do they exist inside or outside the church, or both?  Although your enemies may not come over for a meal, how can you show them hospitality? 

Day 5  Matt. 25:34-40

34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'

 37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'

 40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

Food for Thought:  Who are those with whom we normally hang out?  Is it bad to want to be with good friends?  What are some areas of growth in hospitality for you?

Special Focus:  Is there a difference between how men and women express hospitality?  What might those be?

