Biblical Manhood:  Week 2 Handouts

Above Reproach/Blameless   1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:6

A.  Initial Thoughts

Synonyms;  Summary of qualities.

B.  Word Study

1. Above reproach

a. 1 Tim 5:7 (3-8) 

b. 1 Tim 6:14 – (11-14) 

Study: John 18:28-40

· The Charges  (Luke 22:66-71)

· The Examination

· The Verdict 

2. Blameless – Titus 1:6

a. 1 Cor. 1:8 

b. Col. 1:22.

c. 1 Tim. 3:10  

C.  Other people of the bible who were blameless.

1) 1.  Job – 1:1-5

2) Zechariah and Elizabeth – Luke 1:20

D.  Self Examination:

1. Are there areas of your life that you know are inconsistent?  

2. Do people seek me out to share their lives with me?  Do people trust me with confidential information?

3. Do my relationships with people grow deeper and more significant the longer they know me and the closer they get to me?  Or do my friendships grow strained and shallow as people learn what I am really like?

4. Does my circle of friends grow continually wider and larger?  Do an increasing number of people admire and trust me?  (questions 2-4 from Getz, p. 28).

Real Test – Ask someone close to you to go through the list of qualities and rate you.  

Another question:  When was the last time you went about accomplishing something significant at work, home etc?  Did you maintain blamelessness throughout the project?  

Week Two Devotionals

Day 1.  John 2:1-11   Water to Wine

1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine."

 4"Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied, "My time has not yet come."

 5His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."

 6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

 7Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim.

 8Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet."

   They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."

 11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.

Food For Thought:  Do you think Jesus enjoyed being at a large wedding feast like this?  Is it possible that some people there were caught up in self-indulgence?  How does Jesus demonstrate the balance between self-control and indulgence?  What perspective are we called to bring to every situation in life?

Day 2.  Matthew 25:1-13
The Parable of the Ten Virgins

 1"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

 6"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'

 7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'

 9" 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'

 10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

 11"Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'

 12"But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'

 13"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Note:  Being a bridesmaid was a great honor; to be unprepared and shut out of the feast was the stuff of which young women’s nightmares were made.   Weddings were held toward the evening and torches were used as a part of the celebration, which focused on a procession leading the bride to the groom’s house.  

Food For Thought:  Sometimes is seems like life is long and difficult.  It seems Christ will never come.  What is the believer encouraged to do?  Do you find it difficult to keep an eternal perspective from day to day?  

Special Meditation:  Take time to think about the great wedding feast when God welcomes you into His kingdom.

Day 3.  Genesis 1:26-28  

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."

 27 So God created man in his own image,

       in the image of God he created him;

       male and female he created them.

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

Matthew 6:28-34

28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Food For Thought:  What was the mandate given to men and women at creation?  Does that include earthly goals and accomplishments?  Is there a contradiction between the creation mandate and Matt. 6:33?  Is there a balance?  How does keeping that balance help the focus of your life?

Special Focus:  As a man, what special challenges are there in keeping a proper perspective of life from a Christian world view?

Day 4.  John 13:1-17
Jesus Washes His Disciples' Feet

 1It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.[a]

 2The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"

 7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."

 8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."

      Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."

 9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"

 10Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

 12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Food For Thought:  In those days, why did they wash feet?  Who was supposed to wash people’s feet?  What character quality is Jesus exhibiting?  What are ways the scriptures tell us how do we can maintain a humble spirit?  

Day 5.  John 2:13-17   Jesus Clears the Temple

 13When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" 17His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."

 18Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"

Food For Thought:  Why does Jesus make such a bold move?  What was the reaction of the people?  How is it possible for Jesus to be so bold and confident and remain humble?  Meekness is often considered a sign of weakness, yet the Bible does not take that view.   How can meekness and strength be exhibited simultaneously?
